
Broad General Education – S1-3 History/Social Subjects Pupils will:  

 Develop their understanding of the history, heritage and culture of Scotland, and an appreciation 

of their local and national heritage within the world  

 Broaden their understanding of the world by learning about human activities and achievements in 

the past and present 

  Develop their understanding of their own values, beliefs and cultures and those of others 

  Develop an understanding of the principles of democracy and citizenship through experience of 

critical and independent thinking  

 Explore and evaluate different types of sources and evidence  Learn how to locate, explore and 

link periods, people and events in time and place 

  Learn how to locate, explore and link features and places locally and further afield  

 Engage in activities which encourage enterprising attitudes  

 Develop an understanding of concepts that encourage enterprise and influence business  

 Establish firm foundations for lifelong learning and for further specialised study and careers.  

In S1 pupils attend Social Subjects three periods per week and cover a range of topics across an 

integrated History and Geography curriculum. In Social Subjects there is a focus on Scottish themes; 

pupils cover the landscape of Scotland, Early Scotland, Scottish Wars of Independence, the Jacobites, 

the Industrial Revolution and Scots abroad. Pupils also focus on Social and Environmental issues in 

Brazil and have the opportunity to see and handle animals that inhabit the Rainforest through the 

annual visit of Zoolab. 

In S2 pupils attend History two periods per week.  Pupils widen their historical knowledge through 

studying three of the monumental events of the twentieth century, World War Two, the Holocaust 

and the Cold War. Pupils have the opportunity to learn about these topics in some depth. Pupils will 

increasingly be expected to develop and demonstrate higher order thinking skills as the course 

progresses. Pupils are assessed in a variety of ways throughout the session.  

In S3 pupils attend History two periods per week and study American history, focusing on Native 

Americans, slavery and the American Civil War and finally the Civil Rights Movement. After 

completing the USA topic pupils cover certain aspects of the Great War concentrating on the causes 

of the conflict and trench warfare. Throughout the year pupils will be provided with further 

opportunity to practice and develop their skills in the key areas of source handling and extended 

writing which they will be assessed on.  

BGE Homework is issued and it is expected that it is handed in on time and completed to a high 

standard. 



SCOTTISH STUDIES 

S3 

The Content 

This new S3 course allows learners to broaden their knowledge of Scotland in terms of its 

people, languages, society, culture, natural and built environment, and/or heritage.  

 

Learners will have the opportunity to learn about discoveries and inventions of Scottish origin 

and significant historical and contemporary events. They will learn about different traditional 

Scottish communities and their ways of life and explore the differences in urban and rural life 

in Scotland.  They will be able to research about a famous Scot at home or abroad.  They will 

explore traditional Scottish culture and how this is being influenced today.  Scotland has a 

diverse range of places important to Scottish people and learners will be able to discover 

more about them.  There will also be the opportunity for learners to explore an aspect of 

Scotland of their own choice, in more detail. 

 

Skills 

Throughout the course learners will develop a number of skills which are important for 

successful independent learning: 

 Identifying relevant areas of study, sources of information and resources 

 Research sources and select relevant information 

 Use information and resources to achieve identified aims 

 Reflect on their learning 

 Analyse and communicate their learning appropriately 

 

Assessment 

There are a variety of summative and formative assessments throughout the course.  There is 

a final piece of work which is created over a period of time.  This piece of work will allow 

learners to gain SCQF points at their appropriate level. 

 

Dependent on the qualifications studied in S4 at National 4/5 there is the opportunity, if this 

assessment is completed, for learners to gain a Scottish Studies award at the end of S4. 

 
 

 



History 

National  5 

 

Entry Requirements 

Pupils would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and 

understanding required by S1-S3 Broad General Education, or have passed National 

4 History. 

 

The Content 

The National 4/5 course consists of three sections. 

 

Section1: The Era of the Great War 1900-1928 

In this section pupils will study the Great War from a Scottish perspective. They will 

learn why so many volunteered for the army at the outbreak of war and the part 

Scots played in key battles such as Loos, Arras and the Somme.  Pupils will study 

trench conditions in addition to the new technology used in the conflict such as 

tanks and poison gas. They will learn about how the war affected civilians on the 

Home Front in Scotland including; rationing, womens’ war work and the public’s 

treatment of conscientious objectors. Pupils will learn about the struggle to enable 

women to vote, by focusing on the Suffragists and the Suffragettes. Finally aspects of 

the legacy of the Great War will be covered by focusing on the decline of heavy 

industry in Scotland. 

 

Section 2 Content: Changing Britain 1760 - 1914 

In this section, pupils will study the impact of industrialisation in Britain. They will learn 

about the impact of technology and legislation on textile factories and coal mines 

including the effects of the Factory Acts and Mines Act on working conditions. The 

impact canals made and their eventual decline.  The building of railways, the 

development of the railway network and the huge impact railways had on society in 

addition to looking at the Tay Bridge disaster. Pupils will also study the significant 

changes in health and housing as well as the widespread demands for political 

reform, looking at the events at Peterloo and the demands of the Chartists. 

 

  

Section 3 Content: Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939 

Pupils will learn about the impact the Treaty of Versailles had on Germany and the 

economic problems such as hyperinflation and the Great Depression which the 

Weimar Republic had to contend with. In addition pupils will study attempts to 

overthrow the Weimar Republic such as the Spartacist Uprising and the Munich 

Putsch. We then look at Hitler’s rise to power and the Nazi road to dictatorship. 

Finally pupils will also learn about life in Nazi Germany, including their use of terror, 

the persecution of the Jewish population, education and the Hitler Youth and 

opposition to the Nazis. 

 

Assessment 

Internal assessments will be on-going throughout the course and take various forms. 

There are two components of the external SQA course assessment: 

 Component 1 — question paper 80 marks (2 hours 20 minutes SQA examination) 

 Component 2 — Assignment* 20 marks (1 hour) 

 



Total 100 marks 

*The Assignment allows pupils to select a question based on what they have studied 

then write a structured essay based on their research. This is written up by the pupils 

in March under exam conditions then marked externally by the SQA. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral component of the National 5 course. Pupils will be 

expected to show a high level of personal initiative and motivation and complete 

homework to a high standard and submit on time. 

 

Other Important Notes 

There will be opportunities for pupils to participate in fieldwork. Pupils will visit the 

Monifieth war memorial to take part in a remembrance service and to undertake a 

study involving soldiers from the surrounding area.  

Pupils will also have an opportunity to visit the Great War battlefields in Belgium and 

France on a residential excursion. 

 

Progression 

Pupils who achieve National 4 History may progress to National 5 History. Those who 

achieve National 5 History may progress to Higher History. Skills learned throughout 

the course are transferable to a variety of College and University Degree Courses as 

well as a number of careers. These include: law, library work, politics, tourism, archive 

work, teaching, publishing,  administration, sociology, genealogy, cultural heritage, 

civil service, journalism, restoration work, anthropology, archaeology, diplomatic 

services, museum work 



 

History 

Higher 

 

Entry Requirements 

This course is normally suitable for those who have achieved an A-C pass at National 

5 History. 

 

The Content 

The Higher course consists of two papers; 

 

Paper1. (essays) 

 

Historical Study –British 

The Making of Modern Britain 1851-1951 

In this section, pupils will develop their knowledge of modern British history through 

the study of the growth of democracy, including the struggle for votes for women. 

They will also learn about the development of the Welfare State by investigating the 

Liberal Reforms and the post war Labour reforms, including the establishment of the 

NHS and the attempt to eradicate poverty. In this section pupils will develop key 

literacy skills. The focus for this section is essay writing skills which will enable pupils to 

evaluate, analyse and present an argument in a structured form. 

 

Historical Study- European and World 

USA 1918-1968 

In this section, pupils will develop their knowledge of modern American history 

through the study of changing attitudes towards immigrants in the 1920s. Pupils will 

learn about The Wall Street Crash, the subsequent Great Depression era and 

Roosevelt’s New Deal. Pupils will also learn about the struggle for Civil Rights to 

the1960s, including the segregation laws of the southern states, the activities of the 

KKK, Civil Rights leaders Martin Luther King and Malcolm X and the Civil Rights 

legislation of the 1960s. In this section pupils will develop key literacy skills. As in the 

previous section, the focus for this topic is essay writing skills which will enable pupils 

to evaluate, analyse and present an argument in a structured form. 

 

 

Paper 2. (sources) 

 

Migration and Empire 1830-1939 

In this section, pupils will learn about the various reasons for the migration of the 

Scots including the Highland Clearances. They will also study the impact that 

immigrants had on Scotland, concentrating on Irish, Italian, Jewish and Lithuathian 

immigrants. Pupils will learn about the impact the Scots had on the British Empire, 

especially in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India. The final area to be studied 

is the effects which the British Empire had on Scotland. In the Scottish migration 

section pupils will develop the source handling skills they acquired at National 5 level 

by answering different types of questions on sources.  

 

Assessment 

Internal assessments will be on-going throughout the course and take various forms. 



There are two components of the external course assessment: 

 Component 1 — question papers 80 marks 

 Component 2 — Added Value assignment* 30 marks 

 

Total marks 90 marks 

*In keeping with National 5, The Added Value assignment will allow pupils to identify 

a question, then write an essay based on their research which evaluates the factors 

and reaches a well-supported conclusion. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral component of this course and will be issued on a regular 

basis.  Pupils will be expected to show a high level of personal initiative and 

motivation. Formal homework comprises of a number of essays and source 

questions. 

 

 

Progression 

Pupils who pass Higher History, grade C or better, may progress to Advanced Higher 

History. Skills learned throughout the Higher History course are transferable to a 

variety of College and University Degree Courses as well as a number of careers. 

These include: history, law, library work, politics, tourism, archive work, teaching, 

publishing, administration, sociology, genealogy, cultural heritage, civil service, 

journalism, restoration work, anthropology, archaeology, diplomatic services, 

museum work. 

 



 

History 

Advanced Higher 

 

Entry Requirements 

This course is suitable for pupils who have passed higher history with a grade C or 

better. 

 

The Content 

 

Pupils will study Option 11, ‘Britain at War and Peace 1938-1951.’ 

Pupils will study the following topics; Britain in the 1930’s, Britain’s preparations for 

war, reasons for the resignation of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain in 1940 and an 

assessment of Winston Churchill’s wartime leadership. In addition some of the military 

aspects of the conflict is covered through the Battle of the Atlantic, the effectiveness 

of the British Army, the Battle of the Atlantic and the allied bombing of Germany.  

Pupils also study the Home Front including Civil Defence and the changing role and 

status of women between 1938 and 1951.  The immediate post-war is covered 

through the reasons for Labour’s electoral victory in 1945, the development of the 

Welfare State, Labour’s management of the economy, it’s foreign policy under 

Bevin and the decline of the British Empire. The final topic is a study of the 1951 

General election. 

 

Assessment 

The course is assessed by a three hour exam paper during which the candidate will 

answer two 25 mark essays and a source based section comprising three questions 

marked out of 40.  A project/dissertation is written for external assessment by the 

SQA on a topic chosen by the candidate. The dissertation allows pupils the 

opportunity to choose their title, research it thoroughly and then write a 4000 word 

dissertation.  which demonstrates progression in their essay writing and research skills. 

The dissertation is out of 50. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral component of this course and will be issued on a regular 

basis. 

Pupils will be expected to show a high level of personal initiative and motivation. 

Formal homework will comprise of a number of essays and source questions. 

 

Other Important Notes 

Pupils are expected to do a considerable amount of personal reading especially for 

their dissertation. The History Department and school library are well resourced with 

books relevant to the various topics. The course is regarded as being an excellent 

preparation for the type of independent study expected by colleges and universities 

as well as a number of careers.  These include: history, law, library work, politics, 

tourism, archive work, teaching, publishing, sociology, genealogy, cultural heritage, 

civil service, journalism, restoration work, anthropology, archaeology, diplomatic 

services, museum work. 


