
Monifieth High School – Additional Support Needs (ASN) Department 

 

The Department: 

Learners are provided with effective provision in order to achieve their full potential. 

We provide a positive, secure and caring environment in which learners can flourish 

in confidence and self-esteem. The main areas within ASN include teaching rooms, 

soft room, chill out area, reading corner, sensory area, life skills area, wet room, 

disabled facilities, ACE place and the HUB. The department will also benefit from an 

outdoor area which is currently being developed. The outdoor area when 

completed will promote sustainability and foster motor skills and social interaction.  

What We Do: 

The ASN department cover a broad spectrum in regards to learning, teaching, 

nurturing and personal growth. We do this in the following ways: 

 Get to know learners: it is important to find out about strengths and needs.  

 Support in mainstream classes, working collaboratively with subject teachers. 

 Differentiation/adaption of classwork which maximises the quality of learning 

experiences for the learner. 

 Provision of an alternative curriculum for learners/direct tuition. Including life 

skills, personal achievement awards and National 1 and 2 courses. 

 Provision / support for gifted learners.  

 The ACE Place creates an ASD friendly environment where learners can work 

and develop skills. This area is not solely for autistic pupils.  

 The HUB provides a quieter area where learners can consolidate class work 

and work on wider achievements. In addition to ASN staff, subject specialist 

teachers and S6 pupils volunteer to work with learners in the HUB.  

 Devising Individualised Education Plans and conducting bi-annual reviews, 

this feeds into Pupil Profiles which help support learners across the school.  

 Paired Reading (Learners are partnered by senior pupils or volunteers from the 

community, this builds on learners’ confidence with reading whilst 

contributing to a greater comprehension of text). 

 Literacy Leg Up group (This focuses on areas such as handwriting, spelling and 

touch typing and is catered to the individual). 

 Enhanced Transition (This is offered to learners who may benefit from 

additional, earlier and more targeted support during their Primary 7 year. The 



aim of this is to build relationships with peers and staff, build confidence and 

enable pupils to get to know the school). 

 Buddy System (Peers from across the school volunteer to spend one break or 

lunchtime a week in ASN talking or participating in games with learners. This 

leads to positive social interactions and helps build friendships and 

confidence). 

 Alternative Assessment Arrangements (AAA) and SQA Arrangements. Your 

son/daughter may require a reader, scribe, a prompt, access to ICT, 

transcription, adaption, separate accommodation or extra time for their 

assessments. The ASN department liaise with subject teachers, learners and 

parents and the SQA in order to provide the appropriate facilities for the 

individual.  

 Social Thinking Groups (Enhances knowledge of social situations, discussing 

appropriate strategies to deal with various circumstances, helps build 

confidence). 

 Soft Starts (Learners are given time at the beginning of the school day, in the 

ASN department, to prepare for the day ahead. Staff can go over the 

timetable, help with organisation and have a chat. Learners also have the 

opportunity to have a drink and something to eat if they wish). 

 Liaise with partner agencies such as Speech and Language Therapy, Hearing 

Impairment, Visual Impairment, Occupational Therapy, Educational 

Psychologist and Social Work. 

 Staff Development and advice. To consult with and advise our colleagues 

about learners’ strengths and needs to that teaching methods and levels are 

appropriate.  

 Administration of certain diagnostic tests. 

 Provision of learning aids. 

 Transition to further learning/the world of work. 

 Parents are important partners in supporting their child(ren’s) learning. We 

welcome the opportunity to discuss this at Parents’ Nights or by personal 

contact. 


