
Religious Moral and Philosophical 
Studies  
Young people must become aware that beliefs and values are fundamental to families and to the 
fabric of society in communities, local and global. The importance of this awareness is stated in 
Monifieth High schools vision statement. Justice, compassion and integrity are all values evaluated 
and highlighted within Core RME, National 4/5 RMPS and Higher RMPS.  There is an intrinsic value 
in learning about religion as well as learning from religion, as children and young people develop 
their understanding of diversity in our society and their own roles in it. It involves learners 
understanding themselves and others, and finding their place in the world, making it a personal 
experience and linking to health and wellbeing and global citizenship.  
The skills of reflection and critical thinking and an enhanced understanding of the beliefs and 
values of others are all crucial in assisting in this process.  
 
Core RME.  

In Scotland, all pupils are required to participate in one hour of RMPS a week.  At 
Monifieth High School, we see this as a valuable time where pupils can explore and 
discuss moral, philosophical and religious issues. It is also a platform for pupils to develop 
their own understanding of personal opinions and respect for those who hold different 
opinions and beliefs to themselves.  
In S1 –S4 pupils follow a core course that seeks to develop moral decision making and 
personal responsibility.  Our focus is to encourage pupils to become confident individuals, 
responsible citizens, effective contributors and successful learners. 
Learning through religious and moral education enables pupils to:  
 

 recognise religion as an important expression of human experience 

 learn about and from the beliefs, values, practices and traditions of Christianity and the 
world religions selected for study, other traditions, and viewpoints independent of 
religious belief 

 explore and develop knowledge and understanding of religions, recognising the place of 
Christianity in the Scottish context 

 investigate and understand the responses which religious and non-religious views can 
offer to questions about the nature and meaning of life 

 recognise and understand religious diversity and the importance of religion in society  

 develop respect for others and an understanding of beliefs and practices which are 
different from their own  

 explore and establish values such as wisdom, justice, compassion and integrity and engage 
in the development of and reflection upon their own moral values 

 develop their beliefs, attitudes, values and practices through reflection, discovery and 
critical evaluation  

 develop the skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinking and deciding how to act 
when making moral decisions 

 make a positive difference to the world by putting their beliefs and values into action 

 establish a firm foundation for lifelong learning, further learning and adult life 
 

 



Outlined below is a brief outline of the topics that each learner will experience and engage with 

during RME.  

S1 topics include 

 An Interdisciplinary topic with Geography and Science on Global Warming. 

 Origins of the Universe, including scientific and religious responses to the creation 
of the Universe.  

 The life of Jesus, an investigation into the belief of Jesus and his teachings.  

 The practices and festivals of Judaism, pupil investigation on Passover.  
 
S2 Topics include: 

 Exploring the issues surrounding stereotyping and discrimination.  

 Evaluating pacifism and the life of Gandhi and his work towards equality and 
independence.  

 Analysing the work of Martin Luther King and how his faith influenced his fight for civil 
rights.  

 Comparing the work of Malcolm X to Gandhi and Martin Luther King. 
 
 
S3 topics include: 

 Exploring moral issues within technology  

 Evaluating medical ethics, including cloning, genetic engineering and saviour siblings.  

 Analysing the media and how this portrays women, religion and how this impacts on 
society.  

 Exploring our views on modern warfare and a variety of religious perspectives on the 
ethics of war.  

 
S4 topics include: 

 Animal rights, mainly focussing on the idea of animals being used as human 
entertainment.  

 To discuss current global human rights issues including, slavery, North Korea, euthanasia 
and rights within prison.  

 Explore philosophical questions, including Descartes and reality and the idea of free will 
and determinism.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National 4/5 RMPS  
The purpose of this course is to develop knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical issues and how these relate to personal or practical contexts. It will explore the 
questions they raise and the solutions or approaches they offer. Learners will have opportunities to 
critically reflect on these and on their own experience and views. Religious and non-religious 
perspectives will be included. The learning experience within National 5 will provide progression in 
related social subjects and Higher RMPS.  
 
The added value assignment worth 25% of their overall grade allows pupils to demonstrate a 
breadth of skills, knowledge and understanding towards a chosen topic. The assignment provides 
pupils the chance to further enhance literacy skills through a variety of research and application of 
knowledge, which offers challenge, critical thinking and the opportunity to share a reasoned 
opinion.  
 
The topics covered include: 

Hinduism- reflecting on the values and beliefs within the Hindu religion.  
The problem of evil and suffering - exploring different human experiences and 
how this relates to religion.  
A moral topic of the pupils choosing, to offer choice and give pupils an 
opportunity to take leadership in their own learning.  

 
Aims and Skills Developed in National 4/5 RMPS 
The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  

 

 the ability to analyse and reflect on religious, moral and philosophical questions and their 
impact  

 a range of skills including investigating and explaining religious, moral and philosophical 
questions and responses, making comparisons and the ability to express detailed and 
reasoned views  

  detailed factual and abstract knowledge and understanding of beliefs, practices and 
sources related to world religions  

 detailed factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical questions and responses to them  

 a range of skills which are transferrable to other areas of study including investigation, 
analysis, evaluation, and the ability to express beliefs and views in a reasoned manner  

 Independent learning, the assignment is pupil led. Pupils must research a contemporary 
moral issue of their choosing. Developing skills such as planning, problem solving, 
research and working to a deadline. 

 
Through successful completion of this Course, learners will develop the following skills, knowledge 
and understanding:  
 

 Expressing views about factual and theoretical elements of religious, moral and 
philosophical issues in a reasoned manner, taking account of different ideas and 
viewpoints and relating these to personal or practical contexts.  

 Interpreting key texts and sources including those from the religion(s) selected for study, 
in familiar contexts using some abstract or theoretical ideas.  

 Enquiring into, critically evaluating, and expressing reasoned views about religious and 
non-religious responses to at least one moral and philosophical question in familiar 
contexts including using some abstract or theoretical ideas and relating these to personal 
or practical contexts.  



 Describing, analysing and explaining — in detail and making use of some theoretical or 
abstract ideas — at least one significant religious belief and some responses from science 
or philosophy.  

 
 

N4 Assessment 

Internal assessments will be on-going throughout the course and take various forms. Pupils will 

then undertake an Added Value project of their choice that will be marked internally and 

moderated by the SQA. 

 
N5 Assessment 
 
Internal assessments will be on-going throughout the course and take various forms. 
There are two components of the external course assessment: 
 

 Component  1 — question paper   60 marks   

 Component 2 — Added Value Assignment*  20 marks 
Total marks    80 marks 

 
*The assignment will allow pupils to identify a question relating to a moral, religious or 
philosophical issue and then write an extended response based on their research which evaluates 
the factors and reaches a well-supported conclusion. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Higher RMPS  
 
The purpose of this Course is to develop knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical issues that affect the world today. Religious and non-religious perspectives will be 
included. Pupils will explore the questions they raise and the solutions or approaches they offer. 
Learners will have opportunities to reflect on these and on their own experience and views. This 
will be achieved through successful study of the Course Units. 
This Course allows learners to develop values and beliefs and learn to express these. This will allow 
learners to make informed moral decisions. The Course encourages learners to develop an 
understanding and respect for different beliefs, values and viewpoints, and to put their values or 
beliefs into action in ways which benefit others. 
 
The Course will require learners to study a world religion in detail, understand contemporary moral 
issues and responses, and study key aspects of religious and philosophical questions. The Course 
will help learners develop an understanding of religious, moral and philosophical issues of 
relevance in the world today. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of 
study and which they will use in everyday life.  
 
The topics covered include: 

Buddhism- reflecting on the values and practices within the Buddhist religion.  
Origins of Life - exploring different creation theories, including evolution and 
Genesis. 
Religion and Justice- Analysing the current justice system in Scotland, and 
religious perspectives on methods of punishment.  

 
 
Aims and Skills Developed in Higher RMPS 
 
The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

 the ability to critically analyse, reflect on and express reasoned views about religious, 
moral and philosophical questions and their impact 

  a range of skills including investigating religious, moral and philosophical questions and 
responses, critical analysis, evaluation, and the ability to express detailed, reasoned and 
well-structured views  

  in-depth factual and abstract knowledge and understanding of beliefs, practices and 
sources related to world religions  

  in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical questions and responses to them 

 
Through successful completion of this Course, learners will develop the following skills, knowledge 
and understanding:  

 
 researching, analysing, evaluating and synthesising information to draw detailed, 

reasoned and well-structured conclusions and present findings about factual and 
theoretical elements of religious, moral and philosophical topics or issues, identifying and 
responding to different ideas and viewpoints  

 interpreting the meaning and context of sources related to world religions, in detail and 
explaining relevant abstract ideas  

 evaluating and expressing reasoned and well-structured views about contemporary moral 
and religious and philosophical questions and responses, in detail and explaining relevant 
theoretical ideas 



 critically analysing and explaining contemporary moral and religious and philosophical 
questions, in detail and explaining relevant theoretical ideas  

 in-depth factual and abstract knowledge and understanding of the significance and impact 
of religion today through explaining some key beliefs, practices and sources found within 
Buddhism and the contribution these make to the lives of followers  

 in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of contemporary moral 
questions and responses 

 in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of religious and 
philosophical questions and responses 

 
Higher Assessment 
Internal assessments will be on-going throughout the course and take various forms. 
There are two components of the external course assessment: 
 

 Component  1 — question paper   60 marks   

 Component 2 —Assignment*                  30 marks 
Total marks    90 marks 

 
*The assignment will allow pupils to identify a question relating to a moral, religious or 
philosophical issue and then write an extended response based on their research which evaluates 
the factors and reaches a well-supported conclusion. 
 


