
Curriculum Group Rationale 

Broad general Education – S1 – S3 Modern Languages 

 

S1 and S2 mixed ability classes 

Pupils begin Level 3 outcomes in S1 and continue them throughout S1 and S2.  

By approximately April of S2, some pupils are beginning to work within Level 4 

outcomes, although only some of the year group will achieve Level 4 

outcomes at this stage.  

Progression from S2 into S3 

Professional judgement and evidence based on key assessments in S2 will 

provide guidance on creating broad banded classes in S3.  

The majority of S3 pupils will be following a common course and will be 

working within levels 3 and 4 depending on their ability.  Some pupils are 

encouraged to do the SQA Languages for Life and Work Award at either 

Level 3 or Level 4.   Assessments in S3 have been adapted to make them 

more like National 4/5 style assessments in order to prepare pupils for skills 

they will need in the Senior Phase. 

The 4 language skills developed in BGE are: listening, reading, talking and 

writing.  In addition to this, the department have taken responsibility for the 

teaching of dictionary skills in particular (literacy), although we also teach 

other literacy skills as appropriate in the curriculum.  Health and Wellbeing 

outcomes are embedded in our courses and expanded as appropriate.  This 

is also the case for the outcomes covered through inter-disciplinary learning 

projects which the department delivers.   

The department is only involved in teaching some basic Level 2 numeracy 

skills such as telling the time, although we do reinforce basic number learning.    

We are gradually introducing themes from the 4 context areas from S1 

onwards which build towards the areas, skills and knowledge needed in the 

new CfE Senior Qualifications.   

From this year onwards, we are introducing Spanish from S1 in addition to 

French.  In the future, pupils should be able to choose between Spanish and 

French and perhaps be able to study both from S3 onwards, thereby giving 

pupils more personalisation and choice. 

 



Senior Phase: 

In S4, pupils are presented for National 4 or National 5 in French and Spanish.   

All pupils complete an appropriate N4 AVU.  

In S5/6, pupils are presented for National 4, 5, Higher or Advanced Higher as 

appropriate in French and Spanish.  There may be the opportunity for pupils 

to complete some SQA awards / qualifications in German/Mandarin. 

Please see attached diagram for examples of learner journeys. 

 

At present, we do not offer National 3, but in the future, this may become a 

possibility.  

 

Opportunities exist for lateral as well as linear progression due to the choice of 

languages available in the Department. 

 

Some pupils choose not to continue studying Modern Languages at the end 

of S3; however, we hope that some will return to studying languages in S5/6.    

They could study the language learned in S1-3 but can also choose to study 

any of the other languages in the department.  Those pupils who sit National 

4/5 in S4 can progress to a N5/Higher in Modern Languages.   

 

Moderation and verification of key assessments including prelims and unit 

assessments along with the professional judgement of the classroom teacher 

will ensure appropriate presentation levels are communicated to the pupils 

and parents.   

 

Modern Languages in S6 

Pupils returning to Modern Languages in S6 come from different groupings: 

those who are progressing directly from Higher to Advanced higher; those 

who choose to sit a Higher in a different language; those who are returning 

after a year away from the subject who wish to progress through either 

National 5 or Higher and pupils who wish to learn German or basic Mandarin.  

Some pupils may be able to complete Units only, as required.    



Advanced Higher 

Pupils will undertake units entitled Understanding Language and Using 

Language.  They will also complete a Specialist study for assessment by the 

SQA as well as a Talking exam with an SQA appointed external examiner. 

Advanced Higher pupils will be expected to work more independently with 

lessons being more tutorial in style.   

Some pupils may be able to complete Units only, as required.   

 

With the help of SCILT, we are trying to make connections with outside 

agencies to try to promote languages and instil an interest for the future.  

Whilst this would be predominately for Languages for Life and Work pupils, it 

may also provide an opportunity for development in the future.  

This year we also hope to send a member of the department out to our 

associated primaries in order to improve primary/secondary transition.   


